.  .  the  achievements  of  the  Negro 
properly  set  forth  will  crown  him  as 
a  factor  in  early  human  progress  and 
a  maker  of  modern  civillEation.” 


— Dr.  Carter  Woodson 
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99th  ANNIVERSARY  FOR  THE 
EMANCIPATION  PROCLAMATION 


Contrary  to  the  opinion  widely  held,  the  preliminary 
“Emancipation  Proclamation”  was  issued  on  September  22, 
1862.  This  early  publication  allowed  the  slave  states  100 
days  to  cease  warring  on  the  United  States.  Thus  the  “eman¬ 
cipation  proclamation”  was  actually  two  proclamations.  The 
fint  being  the  preliminary  issued  September  22,  1862,  and 
that  of  January  1,  1863  (or  the  final  proclamation). 


Ranking  in  historical  documen¬ 
tary  history,  the  proclamation  has 
been  often  designated  one  of  the 
three  great  documents  of  world 
history  .  .  .  the  others  being  the 
Magne  Carta  and  the  Declaration 
of  Independence. 

Lincoln  began  writing  an  early 
draft  of  the  proclamation  srane- 
time  in  the  first  week  of  July  in 
1862.  During  this  period  in  the 
Civil  War,  it  was  the  president’s 
practice  to  sit  in  the  cipher  room 
at  the  War  Department  on  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Ave.  and  17th  Street, 
awaiting  the  latest  news  of  the 
Army. 

As  he  began  writing,  he  thought 
arefully,  and  wrote  slowly.  Each 
day,  he  would  add  a  few  more  lines 
to  what  had  previously  been  writ¬ 
ten,  with  revisions.  This  conti¬ 
nued  until  about  the  middle  of 
July. 

Lincoln  had  been  considering 
the  idea  of  emancipation.  Possibly 
by  a  congressional  act  which  would 
offer  some  form  of  fair  compensa¬ 
tion  to  slaveholders  for  the  valu¬ 
able  “property”  they  stood  to  lose. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  could  issue 
a  Presidential  proclamation  with¬ 
out  cranpensation.  On  July  13, 
1862,  Lincoln  first  made  known  his 
thoughts  along  the  latter  lines  to 
Seward  and  Welles. 

J.  Sella  Martin,  an  influencial 
Negro  leader,  sent  a  letter  to  Lin¬ 
coln  [received  July  15,  1862],  of¬ 
fering  the  military  services  of  Ne¬ 
groes  in  the  fight  to  save  the 
Union.  “They  are  ready  to  work 


or  preach  or  fight  to  put  down  this 
rebellion.”  And  nearly  at  the  same 
time,  the  Border  States  Represen¬ 
tatives  refused  to  vote  in  favor  of 
an  act  to  provide  for  gradual 
emancipation. 

These  two  developments  caused 
Lincoln  to  move  ahead.  “I  now 
am  determined  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  emancipatitm  policy;  and, 
without  consultation  with,  or  the 
knowledge  of  the  Cabinet,  I  pre¬ 
pared  the  original  draft  the 
proclamation,  and,  after  much 
anxious  thought,  called  a  cabinet 
meeting  on  the  subject.”  This 
meeting  was  held  on  July  22,  1862. 

*1710  proclamation  draft  was  read 
to  the  cabinet  members  and,  sug¬ 
gestions  were  offered.  Seward 
"questioned  the  expediency  of  its 
issue  at  this  juncture.”  'The  presi¬ 
dent  agreed  and  put  the  proclama¬ 
tion  aside  . . .  waiting  for  a  victory. 

The  victory  failed  to  develop  as 
soon  as  Lincolp  had  hoped.  But 
McClellan’s  disaster  in  Virginia 
finally  forced  him  to  adopt  the 
emancipation  policy  and,  the  vic¬ 
tory  at  Antietam  spurred  him  to 
action. 

Numerous  editions  of  the  “Em¬ 
ancipation  Proclamation”  have 
been  issued.  Copies  and  originals 
may  be  found  in  many  places,  fitnn 
the  Library  of  Congress  to  the 
British  Museum.  But  wherever 
this  great  document  is  displayed 
.  . .  every  person  should  see  it  and 
remember  it  for  the  part  it  played 
in  the  history  of  this  nation  and 
the  American  Negro. 
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HERITAGE  CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 


First  Catholic  Seminary  for 
education  of  Negro  priests. 
Bay  St.  Louis,  Mississippi, 
dedicated  1923. 

17.  Hampton  Institute’s  first 
day,  with  Mary  S.  Peake  as 
the  first  Negro  teacher, 
1861. 

18.  Fugitive  Slave  Act  passed, 
1850. 

19.  Menelik,  King  of  Shoa,  be¬ 
came  Emperor  of  Abyssinia 
[1889]  and  died,  1913. 

20.  S.  S.  Frederick  Douglass, 
first  ship  named  for  a  Ne¬ 
gro,  sunk  by  enemy  action, 
1944. 

21.  Andrew  Jackson  appealled 
to  free  Negroes  to  fight  as 
part  of  the  Militia,  1814. 

22.  Preliminary  proclamation  of 
Emancipation  of  slaves  In 
Southern  states,  1862. 


23.  Dr.  Mary  Church  Terrell, 
first  president  of  National 
Association  of  Colored 
Women,  born  1863. 

24.  Republic  of  Mali.  Republic 
of  Senegal  .  .  .  independence 
days  .  .  .  1960. 

25.  The  Union  Church  of  Afri¬ 
cans,  organized  and  incorpo¬ 
rated,  1812. 

26.  “The  Chicago  Defender” 
publishes  “Our  Pledge  of 
Allegiance,”  1942. 

27.  South  Carolina  abolishes 
slavery,  1865. 

28.  Richard  B.  Harrison,  re¬ 
membered  for  his  role  as 
“De  Lawd”  in  “Green  Pas¬ 
tures,”  born  1864. 

29.  The  Battle  of  New  Market 
Heights,  Virginia,  in  which 
Negro  troops  fought,  1864. 

SO.  Company  “C”,  U.S.C.T.,  en¬ 
gaged  in  Indian  raiding  par¬ 
ty,  1867. 


GENERAL  J.  C  FREMONTS 
EMANCIPATION  PROCLAMATION 

St.  Louis,  August  81,  1861 


Cirrumtances  in  my  Jud^ent,  hostile  force  to  gratify  private  and 
of  sufficient  urgency  render  it  neighborhood  vengence,  and  who 
necessary  that  the  commanding  j enemy  wherever  they  find 
general  of  this  Department  should  plunder,  finally  demand  the  sev- 
assume  the  adminutrative  powers  erest  measures  to  repress  the 

•  of  the  State.  Ite  disorganize  con-  daily  increasing  crimes  and  out- 

dition,  the  helplessness  of  the  civil  rages  which  are  driving  off  the 

authority,  the  total  insecurity  of  inhabitants  and  ruining  the  State, 
life,  and  the  devastation  of  pro-  in  this  condition  the  public 

perty  by  bands  of  murderers  and  safety  and  the  success  of  our  arms 

marauders,  who  infest  nearly  require  unity  of  purpose,  without 

even'  county  of  the  State,  and  hindrance,  to  the  pixmipt 

avail  themselves  of  the  public  mis-  administration  of  affairs, 
fortunes  and  the  vicinity  of  a 
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In  order,  therefore,  to  suppress 
disorder,  to  msdntain  as  far  as 
now  practicable  the  public  peace, 
and  to  give  security  and  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  persons  and  property 
of  loyal  citizens,  I  do  hereby  ex¬ 
tend  and  declare  established  mar¬ 
tial  law  throughout  the  State  of 
Missouri. 

The  lines  of  the  army  of  occu¬ 
pation  in  this  State  are  for  the 
present  declared  to  extend  from 
Leavenworth  by  way  of  the  posts 
of  Jefferson  City,  Rolla,  and  Iron- 
ton,  to  Cape  Giradeau,  on  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  river. 

All  persons  who  shall  be  taken 
with  arms  in  their  hands  within 
these  lines  shall  be  tried  by  court- 
martial,  and  if  found  guilty  will 
be  shot. 

The  property,  real  and  personal, 
of  all  persons,  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  who  shall  take  up  arms 
against  the  United  States,  or  who 
shall  be  direcly  proven  to  have 
taken  an  active  part  with  their 
enemies  In  the  field,  is  declared 
to  be  confiscated  to  the  public 
use,  and  their  slaves,  if  any  they 
have,  are  hereby  declared  free 
men. 

All  persons  who  shall  be  proven 
to  have  destroyed,  after  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  this  order,  railroad 
tracks,  bridges,  or  telegraphs, 
shall  suffer  the  extreme  penally 
of  the  law. 

All  persons  engaged  in  treason¬ 
able  correspondence,  in  giving  or 
procuring  aid  to  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  in  fomenting 
tumults,  in  disturbing  the  public 
tranquillity  by  creating  and  circu¬ 
lating  false  reports  or  incendiary 
documents,  are  in  their  own  in¬ 
terests  warned  that  they  are  ex¬ 
posing  themselves  to  sudden  and 
severe  punishment. 

All  persons  who  have  been  led 
away  from  their  allegiance  are 
required  to  return  to  their  homes 
forthwith:  any  such  absence,  with¬ 
out  sufficient  cause,  will  be  held 
to  be  presumptive  evidence  against 
them. 


The  object  of  this  declaration 
is  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
military  authorities  the  power  to 
give  instantaneous  effect  to  exist¬ 
ing  laws,  and  to  supply  such  defi¬ 
ciencies  as  the  conditions  of  war 
demand.  But  this  is  not  intended 
to  suspend  the  ordinary  tribunals 
of  the  country,  where  the  law 
will  be  administrated  by  the  civil 
officers  in  the  usual  manner,  and 
with  their  customary  authority, 
while  the  same  can  be  peaceably 
exercised. 

The  commanding  general  will 
labor  vigilantly  for  the  public 
welfare,  and  in  his  efforts  for 
their  safety  hopes  to  obtain  not 
only  the  acquiescence,  but  the 
active  support  the  loyal  people  of 
the  country. 

J.  C.  Fremont, 

Major  General  Commanding 
Editor’s  Note;  —  Letters  were 
exchanged  between  Lincoln  and 
Fremont,  with  Lincoln  finally  in¬ 
structing  General  Fremont  to 
modify  his  proclamation  so  that 
it  complied  with  “An  Act  to  con¬ 
fiscate  property  used  for  insurrec¬ 
tionary  purposes,  approved  August 
6,  1861.”  These  instructions,  killed 
the  provisions  in  Fremont’s  pro¬ 
clamation  to  free  ttie  slaves  of 
Missouri. 

NEGRO  HERITAGE 

Published  bi-weekly  as  an  in¬ 
formal  newsletter  planned  to 
inform,  instruct  and  stimulate 
further  interest  in  the  story 
of  Negro  contributions  to  man¬ 
kind.  Regular  Subscription 
Rate,  $3.00  Annually.  Sugges¬ 
tions  requested.  All  subscrip¬ 
tions  begin  with  Vol.  1,  No.  1. 
Washable,  plastic  binder,  post¬ 
paid,  @  $2.25.  Phone:  DR.  3- 
2973. 

Sylvestre  C.  Watkins,  Sr. 
Editor  and  Publisher 

Post  Office  Bex  8153 
Chicago  80,  Illinois 


